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Kamaljit Singh Thind, a native and citizen of India, petitions for review of

the Board of Immigration Appeals’s dismissal of his appeal from an immigration

judge’s denial of his applications for asylum and withholding of removal.  The IJ’s
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denial was predicated upon an adverse credibility determination, and the BIA

affirmed those findings.  We must affirm that decision unless the record compels a

finding that the applicant was credible and is eligible for immigration benefits. 

Malhi v. INS, 336 F.3d 989, 993 (9th Cir. 2003); INS v. Elias-Zacarias, 502 U.S.

478, 481 (1992). 

In this case, the IJ’s adverse credibility determination is supported by

material gaps and inconsistencies in the petitioner’s testimony, including his lack

of awareness of crucial events that characterized the movement for Khalistani

independence (including elections), the insufficiency of his explanation for a long

period of inactivity in the movement, his inability to identify a key leader of the

movement, and his combined failure to vote and apparent inability to grasp the

fact that the organization to which he purportedly belonged was dependent upon

electoral achievements to attain its goals. Because the IJ and BIA’s decisions are

supported by substantial evidence, the petition for review is

DENIED.
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